Music 1 – Aural Scaffold – HSC 2004 Question 4

Question: How is contrast achieved within this excerpt?
Variations on America by Charles Ives

1. Use the table below to map out instrumentation used for the melody and accompaniment in each section (variation) of the excerpt:


	
	Variation 1 (0:00)
	Variation 2 (0:44)
	Variation 3 (1:03)

	INSTRUMENTS
	Melodic layer
	
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]

	
	Accompaniment layer
	
	
	



2. Use your above analysis of instrumentation to describe how CONTRAST is achieved in the excerpt, considering all CONCEPTS OF MUSIC:
· Pitch: melodic/harmonic roles, register/range, contour/shape, intervals, patterns (ostinatos, riffs etc.), tonality, chords (simple of complex)
· Duration: beat (steady, strong, changing), metre (time signature), use of syncopation, note values (notate rhythmic patterns where possible)
· Structure: instrument changes between sections, bars per section, internal phrasing
· Tone colour: instrumentation, timbre, ensemble type, instrument technique, moods and effects
· Texture: layer roes, layer density, texture type (homophonic, polyphonic), changes in density
· Dynamics and expressive techniques: volume of instruments or layers, changes in dynamics, speed and tempo changes (accelerando, rubato), use of climax
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